
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

 
Dear Mustang Family, 

I would like to extend a warm welcome back and Happy New Year to all Mustang families. May this year 

bring you, and your family, great joy, peace and harmony, good health, and prosperity. We thank each of 

you for your caring support and partnership in working together with your children. As we near the end of 

the first semester, we ask you to have meaningful conversations with your students about their academic, 

social and emotional focus at school.  We also encourage you to reach out to the teachers for guidance on 

how your student’s learning opportunities can be improved.  Our PTSA and School Improvement 

Council (SIC) invite you to participate in monthly meetings and other volunteer opportunities at GMS. 

Don’t forget to take advantage of our weekly phone calls and emails home that are loaded full of useful 

information.  Students will be taking mid-year exams and preparing to finalize all work required on the 

second quarter report card. Report cards will be going home on Wednesday, January23rd. On the week of 

January 22nd, many students may have some adjustments made to their schedule to accommodate new 

semester or quarter classes. As the second semester begins, we ask you to review your students schedule 

and status in all classes.  By this time, all 8th grade student should have completed their Individual 

Graduation Plan (IGP) meeting with their guidance counselor in preparing for the transition to high 

school.   

Finally, as we make our way through the winter months, let’s take advantage of this time and make sure 

our students continue to approach each school day with purpose.  Thank you for your continued support 

and involvement. Mustang Proud! 

Mr. William Wilson, Principal 
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Quote of the Month 

“Education is the key to success in life, and teachers make a 

lasting impact in the lives of their students”. 

Solomon Ortiz 

January 2019 



 

JANUARY FEATURED MUSTANGS 

Natasha Green 

I’m Natasha Green. I am an ELA ACE teacher for the Bronco team here at Gregg Middle School.  I was 

born and raised in Martinsburg, West Virginia and graduated from Hedgesville High School. Afterwards, I 

attended West Virginia University where I was a full scholarship student-athlete. I was a member of the 

Garrett Ford Athletic Academic Honor Roll all throughout my collegiate career. I also earned my 

Bachelor’s degree in English and my Master’s in Secondary Education. 

This is my first year teaching at the middle school level. Prior to moving to South Carolina, I taught high 

school Spanish. I taught Spanish I and II my first year teaching. The following year I taught 10th grade 

English. I was also an assistant track coach for the Hedgesville High School Eagles. I love running, baking, 

and coloring. My favorite thing to do is spend time with my family and loved ones. GO MUSTANGS! 

Technology in the Spotlight 

Our new district and school websites were released on November 1, 2018.  

Please visit https://www.ddtwo.org/DO to access the new Dorchester 

School District Two website.  Please visit gms.ddtwo.org to access the new 

Gregg Middle School website. 

 

News You Can Use 

Happy New Year 2018 GMS families!  As we begin this New Year, I want to take a moment to encourage you to 

participate in the Gregg PTSA.  We will be holding our next meetings on Monday, January 14th at 6:00 PM in the 

Media Center and again on Monday, February 11th at 5:30 PM in the Front Office Conference Room.  We would 

appreciate your presence at the meeting as it is the perfect forum to find out about upcoming events and to show 

your support of the school and your student.  Please feel free to join us.  Also, students will be completing the 2nd 

quarter on Tuesday, January 22nd.  Please expect to receive your child’s 2nd Quarter/1st Semester Report Card on 

Wednesday, January 23, the date that they will be given to students to take home to parents and/or guardians.  As 

always, please feel free to contact your child’s teachers, guidance counselor, or administrator if you have any 

concerns.   



  

Time Management 

For the Middle School Student Getting Started 

 

Middle school students often feel stressed, overwhelmed and over-extended. The 

pressure of school, Sports commitments, social life, and family responsibilities can 

make it feel impossible to “get it all done”. Middle school is the perfect time for a 

little guidance in learning how to effectively time manage. By learning a few simple 

time management strategies, students will be better prepared to balance future 

demands on their lives. In order to effectively time manage, students must first take 

a close look at how they spend their personal time. Being involved in activities 

outside of school and spending time with friends are both healthy and important, but 

students need to track how much time is being spent with these activities and make 

sure it is not too much. One of the best time management activities for middle school 

students is to sit down and list all of their activities and the approximate time 

commitment each activity requires. Then, students can often see why they struggle 

with time management. In some instances, students may need to give up some of 

their personal time activities and select the most valuable ones so they will not 

struggle with having too little time.  Help your student with this personal time 

reflection during the month of January. In February, we will look at the next step in 

time management. 
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Literacy at Home 
 

What is a Lexile level and how do I use it? 

Students take part in many programs and benchmark assessments so their teachers can better gauge 

their educational progress. You may have heard of RI (Reading Inventory) assessments or maybe PI 

(Phonics Inventory) assessments. These assessments provide teachers with baseline data to better 

support the reading levels of their students and thus, enhance their educational experience. These 

programs provide teachers and parents with Lexile levels to guide their usage of certain reading 

components in the classroom. Every book has a measure Lexile so parents can also use this 

information at home when checking out books from the public library or purchasing them for 

entertainment reading. Below are links to two specific resources to support your understanding of 

and usage of Lexile levels to support your student. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwj86d_7tOHfA

hUFJt8KHfPNDcUQFjAAegQIChAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Flexile.com%2Fwp-

content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F04%2FLexile-Parent-Guide-MM0001W-

1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1sQc5OgxcLMZy1C7cO69ej 

https://fab.lexile.com/ 

 

Health & Awareness 

Happy New Year!  The start of the new year is a great time to help your student focus on forming good 

habits.  Here a few good ideas to help your student have a healthy 2019. 

·   I will spend at least 20 minutes per day reading and complete my homework before I have screen 

time. 

·   I will find a sport or an activity that I enjoy doing, and I will do it regularly (at least three times 

each week). 

· I will try new and healthy foods when someone offers them to me. 

·   I will avoid sugary drinks (such as soda) unless it’s a special occasion. 

· When I feel angry or stressed, I’ll take a break and choose positive, constructive ways to deal, like 

exercising, reading, journaling or talking through problems with a friend or parent. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwj86d_7tOHfAhUFJt8KHfPNDcUQFjAAegQIChAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Flexile.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F04%2FLexile-Parent-Guide-MM0001W-1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1sQc5OgxcLMZy1C7cO69ej
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwj86d_7tOHfAhUFJt8KHfPNDcUQFjAAegQIChAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Flexile.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F04%2FLexile-Parent-Guide-MM0001W-1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1sQc5OgxcLMZy1C7cO69ej
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwj86d_7tOHfAhUFJt8KHfPNDcUQFjAAegQIChAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Flexile.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F04%2FLexile-Parent-Guide-MM0001W-1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1sQc5OgxcLMZy1C7cO69ej
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwj86d_7tOHfAhUFJt8KHfPNDcUQFjAAegQIChAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Flexile.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F04%2FLexile-Parent-Guide-MM0001W-1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1sQc5OgxcLMZy1C7cO69ej
https://fab.lexile.com/


 

PTSA News 

PTSA  

Hello and Happy 2019 Blessings from ‘The PTSA Team’. We hope everyone enjoyed their 

holiday break and ready to be back at GMS! I have many praises of THANKS to several 

volunteers for the month of December: Tasha C, Debbie W, Aaron O, Charla L, Shawnna T, 

Heather, and my treasurer Mindy’s mom, Mrs. Emily. These ladies allowed the luncheon to 

happen or helped with popcorn day. We would also like to thank those that donated a 

dessert and drink item. It was a huge success. Our gift card tree winner was Ms. Hart from 

our amazing cafeteria staff. Last but not least I always want to thank my rockstar, 

superstar team I have because without all of them I couldn’t be the president! So round of 

applause for Mindy, Tina, Allison, Nikki, and Ms. Kay!!! 

Our monthly events include Jan 9th-PTSA Membership Popcorn Incentive Day  

Mustang market will run Jan 11th and 25th, Kool Katz Italian Ice will be on campus Jan 10th, 

17th, 24th &, 31st weather providing.  If indoor courtyard is called by administrators, we 

cancel Kool Katz, this usually means it’s too cold outside or raining. Please join us on Jan 14th 

at 6pm in the media center for our general meeting.  We look forward to seeing new faces 

and don’t forget those students!!  

Mark those calendars for Feb 22nd, we will host a spring dance and it takes a village for the 

show to operate. We appreciate all those that have volunteered in the past.  We are in need 

of an 8th grade dance committee.  This is a special dance and big show for those leaving 

middle school and heading to high school. This committee will be responsible for selling 

tickets, coming up with 4 themes and letting the students vote, decorations, food, and set 

up/clean-up crew. Allison will help with sign up genius for volunteers. The DJ is already 

secured along with custodial and security. Please contact me if you are interested in helping 

with this committee. The dance will be held May 17th at GMS.  

We again thank everyone for the continued support. Together we can do so much! 

Teamwork! 

GMS Mission: School exits to provide an environment that is safe and conducive to learning.  Together, every day and in 

every way, we help all students reach their potential in all aspects of learning. 


